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W ater R esources Plan Phase 4a Activities

1st Group of Future 
Planning Scenarios

2nd Group of Future 
Planning Scenarios



W ater R esources Plan Development

Scenario 
6 New regulation/ policy requires an increase in the price of water, 

which decreases demand

12 Increased regionalization as people move to urban centers and 
become less reliant on well water, which increases demand



General Policy Shift – Increased Price of 
Water Reduces Water Consumption

Scenario Assumptions
 For every 10% increase in water price, demand may decrease from 3 – 8% 

(UN C Environmental Finance Center, 2010, “W orking water efficiency into 
the utility business model”))
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Low Assumed Price Sensitivity: 3% decrease in 
demand

Medium Assumed Price Sensitivity: 8% decrease in 
demand

High Assumed Price Sensitivity: Elimination of 
assumed non-essential water use



General Policy Shift – Increased Price of 
Water Reduces Water Consumption

Scenario Assumptions

 O nly future public water supply net withdrawals are impacted 
by price sensitivity.

 30% of public water supply usage is discretionary (EPA, 
W aterSense)

 Future water use projections already account for any potential 
impacts of inflation. All adjustments would be in addition to the 
progress of inflation.

 Reductions in water returns will be similar to water 
withdrawals.
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O n a basin-wide scale, there is a limited effect on net withdrawals
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Low Assumed Price Sensitivity
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O n a basin-wide scale, there is a limited effect on net withdrawals
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Medium Assumed Price Sensitivity
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O n a basin-wide scale, there is a limited effect on net withdrawals
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Net Withdrawals by Price Sensitivity
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General Policy Shift – Increased 
regionalization as people move to urban 
centers
Scenario Assumptions
 Increased regionalization leads to a decrease in well water, which increases 

demand for public water supplies
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Counties <50% 
urban

½ future population growth 
stay in County

½ future population growth 
transitioned to the nearest 

urban center or I-85 corridor
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Q uestions? 



Thank you!
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